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Overview of EC350 Research Project

Introduction

The EC350 Research Project can be a rewarding component of your education in economics. The

formal requirement is that you engage in a year-long process of economic research and deliver a

Research Project of about 5,000 to 6,000 words by the end of Semester II (next Semester is not

broker by an Easter Vacation, as is usually the case). The Research Project is worth 20% of your

final yearÕs work in Economics.

Above and beyond examinations, the Research Project is an excellent opportunity to engage in a

piece of work which utilises your own talents, interests and knowledge. Employers and/or

graduate programmes will be very interested in how you undertake this self-directed work as i t

reflects a number of your abilities:

¥ Your ability to reason economically, and understand economic arguments,

¥ Your ability to select a topic of interest, investigate what the economic journal
literature has to say about it, and `add-valueÕ to this,

¥ Your familiarity with sources of economic information, and how to access them,

¥ Your general skills of planning and delivering a research project,

¥ Your ability to meet deadlines with high quality work,

¥ Your skills at producing presentable documents, including text, tables and graphs,
which communicate your work clearly.

We do not assume you have these skills now; most of the point of the EC350 Research Project is

to provide an opportunity for you to Ôlearn by doingÕ. We have organised a Programme of Work

for the year to provide structure and guidance. Research is a learning process, pursued over a

period of time to produce worthwhile work, and the Research Project is much more than the

final draft you hand in for examination purposes. Hence, this Programme of Work starts now

and ends with the submission of your final draft.

Keep in mind that if you have problems this year, there are many sources of help in the

University, not the least of which is the Student Counselling Service. Please keep in contact

with the Department of Economics if problems arise, so that they can be addressed in your best

interests.
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T
he P

rogram
m

e of W
ork in B

rief

T
he Program

m
e of W

ork is com
prises three m

ain elem
ents:

¥
A

 series of gen
eral lectu

res for the entire class, ad
d

ressing the m
ain elem

ents of the
research process, to guid

e you and
 explain w

hat is expected
 of you.

T
hese lectu

res w
ill be given by D

r. A
id

an K
ane, P

rof. M
ichael K

eane, D
r. E

am
on

O
ÕShea and

 D
r. Scott Steele. Y

ou
 are strongly ad

vised
 to attend

, in ord
er to help

you
 achieve the stand

ard
 w

hich exam
iners expect from

 the E
C

350 R
esearch

P
roject.

¥
A

 p
rogram

m
e of tu

torials, w
ith abou

t eight stu
d

ents each. T
u

torials w
ill m

eet fou
r

tim
es this Sem

ester and
 once next Sem

ester, in w
eeks w

here no general lecture is
h

eld
.

T
he tu

torials are given by P
rof. M

ichael C
u

d
d

y, P
rof M

ichael K
eane, D

r E
am

on
O

ÕShea, D
r. Jennifer Stew

art and
 D

r. Scott Steele.

Y
ou

 have been allocated
 to one tu

torial grou
p

 (see attached
 listing). M

ost tu
torials

w
ill be held

 on the w
eeks ind

icated
 later at 9am

 W
ed

nesd
ays: som

e w
ill be held

at 4pm
 on T

hursd
ays.

¥
A

 set of task
s, each w

orth part of the total m
arks for the R

esearch P
roject.

T
hese tasks w

ill be m
arked

 by your tutor and
 form

 the basis for tutorial d
iscussions.

N
ote the subm

ission d
ates now

 and
 plan accord

ingly. Y
our w

ork for these tasks
should

 be subm
itted

 to the D
epartm

ental O
ffice before 3pm

, on or before the d
ates

given.

A
ll w

ork subm
itted

 should
 be typed

, but elaborate bind
ing is n

ot necessaryÑ
staple

pages and
 place them

 in a clear plastic d
ocu

m
ent hold

er.

Y
ou should alw

ays retain a copy of w
ork you subm

it, and keep a num
ber of back-up

copies of com
puter files on d

iskette.

N
ote that only one tu

torial and
 tw

o general lectu
res are sched

u
led

 for Sem
ester II. B

y this tim
e

you w
ill be w

orking on your first d
raft of your R

esearch Project, to be subm
itted

 at the end of

W
eek 3 of Sem

ester II. T
hen your tutor w

ill also arrange an appointm
ent to discuss your second

d
raft w

ith you
, arou

nd
 W

eek 9.

T
h

e R
esearch

 Project w
h

ich
 you subm

it m
ust reflect your ow

n w
ork. P

art of the Program
m

e of

W
ork d

eals w
ith using the w

ork of others from
 books and journal articles 

ap
p

rop
riately, 

for

exam
p

le by alw
ays 

ensuring you fu
lly and p

rop
erly attribu

te quotations and acknow
led

ging

your sources. P
lagiarism

 is not acceptable.

D
r. Joan

 O
ÕC

on
n

ell has been d
esignated

 as internal exam
iner for the E

C
350 R

esearch Project.

4

C
om

puter R
esources

P
lease ensure that you

 are registered
 w

ith C
om

p
u

ter S
ervices.

T
he Facu

lty of A
rts has m

ade sep
arate com

puter provision for A
rts students. T

he 
room

s in

question are know
n as R

�om
harlann na nD

�n and are 
located

 
in the 

G
eograp

hy. M
s. Em

er

M
ad

d
en is Inform

ation T
echnology O

fficer of the Facu
lty of A

rts and her office is located
 near

these room
s. C

ontact M
s. M

ad
d

en in ord
er to register to u

se these facilities.

Y
ou m

ay find
 it w

orthw
hile now

 to explore the inform
ation technology facilities 

provid
ed

 by

the L
ib

raryÑ
in p

articu
lar the Infom

ed
ia C

entre on the left 
insid

e the m
ain entrance. T

h
ese

facilities 
are continu

ally upgrad
ed

; check the L
ibrary w

eb site and its range of inform
ation

leaflets.

T
he w

eb
 site of the D

epartm
ent of E

conom
ics is at h

t
t
p
:
/
/
w
w
w
.
n
u
i
g
a
l
w
a
y
.
i
e
/
e
c
n
/

T
he section of this 

site on the EC
350 R

esearch Project is being u
pd

ated
. Y

ou w
ill 

find
 som

e

m
aterials there at the m

om
ent w

hich you
 m

ay find
 of useÑ

in p
articu

lar tw
o docum

ents w
h

ich

you can d
ow

nload
 i.e., guid

es to the form
at of a research paper, and

 hand
ling text and

 type on a

com
puter. A

lso, you m
ay find

 the 
follow

ing resources p
rovid

ed
 on the 

L
ibraryÕs 

w
eb site

esp
ecially 

useful (you need to access both of these facilities 
from

 a netw
orked com

puter on

cam
pus):

· 
EconLit

a d
atabase of the 

econom
ics journal literatu

re, 
covering journals, books and

w
orking p

ap
ers. E

conLit m
ay provid

e you w
ith an abstract of any given w

ork in questions
(not the fu

ll text) and
 it is w

orth exp
loring it in d

etail.

· 
JST

O
R

 
this 

is an archive 
of the 

fu
ll 

text 
of journal articles 

in m
any d

iscip
lin

es,
including 

econom
ics. 

A
bout 

13 
of 

the 
top 

econom
ics 

journals 
are 

currently 
av

ailab
le

(althou
gh no article m

ore recent than five years ago is archived
 there.)
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C
ontact Inform

ation

D
r A

id
an

 K
an

e is ad
m

inistrator of the Program
m

e of W
ork. Y

ou should
 contact him

 to sort out

problem
s.

R
oom

:
46 (first floor, St. A

nthonyÕs)

P
hone:

(091) 524411 ext. 2530

em
ail: 

aid
an

.kan
e@

n
u

igalw
ay.ie

T
he D

ep
artm

en
t of E

con
om

ics office hours are:

M
ond

ayÐFrid
ay:

09.30Ð11.00
11.30Ð13.00
14.30Ð16.00
16.30Ð17.00

S
ecretaries to th

e D
ep

artm
en

t:

M
s. C

laire N
oone

R
oom

52
ext. 2177

c
l
a
i
r
e
.
n
o
o
n
e
@
n
u
i
g
a
l
w
a
y
.
i
e

M
s. Im

eld
a H

ow
ley

R
oom

49
ext. 2501

i
m
e
l
d
a
.
h
o
w
l
e
y
@
n
u
i
g
a
l
w
a
y
.
i
e

C
onsult ind

ivid
ual tutors for their contact hours arrangem

ents.

6

T
asks

E
ach of these tasks receives cred

it tow
ard

s your final m
ark in the EC

350 R
esearch Project, as

ind
icated

 in the P
rogram

m
e of W

ork.

¥
W

ritten w
ork should

 be subm
itted

 in typed
 form

.

¥
Subm

it your w
ork to the D

epartm
ental O

ffice before 3pm
 on or before the d

ates
given.

¥
Y

ou should
 be extrem

ely careful to retain your ow
n copies of all w

ork subm
itted

 for
your record

s as these tasks are part of your D
egree E

xam
ination.

¥
Y

ou should also keep a num
ber of back-ups of your w

ork on diskette, and save your
files often, as you w

ork on a com
puter.

¥
A

nticip
ate the extra p

ressu
re w

hich the U
niversity com

p
u

ter system
 exp

eriences
at m

any tim
es, and

 p
lan accord

ingly.

T
hese notes below

 are intend
ed

 for general guid
ance only: your tutor m

ay give you m
ore

sp
ecific gu

id
elines in class.

T
ask 1 D

raft proposal

D
ecid

e the topic for you
r R

esearch P
roject.

In this 
p

rop
osal, w

hich 
should

 com
prise no m

ore than 
three 

p
ages, include at 

least 
th

e

follow
ing:

¥
A

 w
orking title for the p

roject.

¥
A

 sum
m

ary of about 300 w
ord

s of w
hat the project is intend

ed
 to d

o.

¥
A

 list of the m
ain sections and

 subsections you envisage for your project.

¥
A

 list of the sources you w
ill d

raw
 upon in your research, part of w

hich should
 be a

bibliograp
h

y

¥
A

 plan of action w
hich you

 w
ill follow

 betw
een now

 and
 the end

 of Sem
ester II

T
ask 2:

R
evised P

roposal

R
evise the p

rop
osal you subm

itted
 as T

ask 1, in the light 
of w

ork undertaken since the last

tu
torial.
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T
ask 3:

Further R
evised P

roposal +
 L

iterature Survey

It is envisaged
 that at this stage, the broad outlines of your project should be agreed

, and th
a

t

this 
revision 

of 
your 

proposal 
should

 
include 

a 
literatu

re 
survey 

of 
the 

area 
you 

are

researching. Y
ou should

 gather m
aterial 

w
ell in ad

vance for this 
task, and your tutor w

ill

ad
vise fu

rther on this in class.

T
ask 4

1
st draft E

C
350 R

esearch P
roject

T
his first fu

ll d
raft of your project should be to the stand

ard
 of p

resentation required of th
e

final prod
uct, and

 covered
 in the general lectures. It is a first d

raft, in the sense that you w
ill

revise and extend it as ap
p

rop
riate u

ntil the final subm
ission d

ate, esp
ecially in the light of

d
iscussion w

ith your tutor.

T
ask

 5:
2

nd draft E
C

350 R
esearch P

roject

T
his is a com

plete d
raft and is your last task but one. A

gain, you w
ill 

have 
discussions w

ith

you
r tu

tor, this tim
e on an ind

ivid
u

al basis, w
ith a view

ing to revising/
re-d

rafting you
r w

ork.

T
ask

 6:
Final draft E

C
350 R

esearch P
roject

N
ote that there is som

e flexibility w
ith regard

 to the size of the final product: it is envisaged

that m
ost w

ill be abou
t 5,000 to 6,000 w

ords in length, but this does not include su
p

p
lem

entary

m
aterial w

hich m
ight be ap

p
rop

riate to inclu
d

e in ap
p

end
ices nor does it reflect the fact th

a
t

som
e types of projects m

ay lend
 them

selves to m
ore concise treatm

ents.


